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McArthur River Mine responds to inaccurate claims about air quality onsite
A number of inaccurate claims have been made today about the quality of air at McArthur
River Mine (MRM). Most importantly, MRM has not breached any of its air quality
compliance requirements.
MRM takes its environmental obligations and performance very seriously and air quality is
one of a number of environmental factors we monitor closely.
The analysis referenced in The Australian is misleading in its conclusions. It was not
conducted by MRM and our request for an opportunity to have it independently reviewed
to avoid inaccuracies or misrepresentation was ignored.
There are a number of key issues that have been omitted or overlooked in this article.
Previous monitoring over an extended period at local communities showed readings well
below exceedance levels. The detected levels were so low that the program was no longer
warranted, so was discontinued in agreement with the authorities.
Data from monitoring at the mine site is presently used by independent experts to conclude
that air quality results remain well below the exceedance levels at local communities.
The results referenced in the article relate to monitoring at the mine site, which has been
established to assist environmental management through real-time detection of small and
isolated sulphur dioxide emission events, thereby allowing the mine to respond
appropriately.
Any such events are recorded, investigated and addressed swiftly. Results are within
normal operating parameters and as demonstrated by expert independent air quality
modelling, the detected levels do not place the community at risk.
Glencore has been transparent and open about the challenges facing MRM and has made
significant progress in addressing these which has also been acknowledged by the mine’s
Independent Monitor in reports published in 2014, 2015 and 2016.
We continue to engage with our stakeholders – including the local communities of
Borroloola and Devil Spring and the NT Government – in an open and transparent manner.
This includes regular open community meetings where our management encourage
questions from local community participants.
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m: +61 (0) 417 074751
e: francis.de.rosa@glencore.com

Media: Agata Graham
m: +61 (0) 478 304345
e: agata.graham@glencore.com.au

Notes for editors
About Glencore
Glencore is one of the world’s largest global diversified natural resource companies and a major
producer and marketer of more than 90 commodities. The Group's operations comprise about 150
mining and metallurgical sites, oil production assets and agricultural facilities.
With a strong footprint in both established and emerging regions for natural resources, Glencore's
industrial and marketing activities are supported by a global network of more than 90 offices located
in over 50 countries.
Glencore's customers are industrial consumers, such as those in the automotive, steel, power
generation, oil and food processing. We also provide financing, logistics and other services to
producers and consumers of commodities. Glencore's companies employ around 155,000 people,
including contractors.
Glencore is proud to be a member of the Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights and the
International Council on Mining and Metals. We are an active participant in the Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative. For more information, visit www.glencore.com.au
About McArthur River Mine
McArthur River Mine is located in the Northern Territory approximately 970km south-east from
Darwin and 60km south-west of its closest township, Borroloola. MRM mines one of the world’s
largest zinc and lead deposits.
Established as an underground operation in 1995, MRM converted to open pit mining in 2006. MRM
produces zinc and lead in concentrates which are primarily exported through Bing Bong loading
facility on the southern coast of the Gulf of Carpentaria. The current mine life extends to 2036.
For more information, visit www.mcarthurrivermine.com.au
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