MEDIA RELEASE

MRM RESPONDSTO COMMENTSBY ENVIRONMENTAL INTERESTS
Darwin, 28 September 2006

McArthur River Mining (MRM) said today’s commentg bnvironmental interests failed to
acknowledge the evidence provided by the exterstivéies and analysis reported in the August 2005
Environmental Impact Study, the December 2005 Bmvitental Impact Statement Supplement, the
July 2006 Public Environmental Report (PER) and\ivee Management Plan for the proposed
conversion of the mine to open pit operations.

MRM General Manager, Mr Brian Hearne said that auithexception, all the concerns raised have
been thoroughly investigated and addressed ovdash&8 months through the Government'’s
environmental assessment processes.

“We have already listened to all the concerns ¢narged through the environmental assessment
process and ensured they are answered,” Mr Heartle s

“The design for the river diversions incorporates tecommendations of the Environment Protection
Agency'’s independent expert, Professor Wayne Eeskensure it will stand up to all flood
conditions.

“We have already committed to more than doublessmironmental monitoring and this includes
expanding the range of locations monitored in ti#.G

Mr Hearne said it must be remembered that compsseiand regular environmental monitoring
conducted since baseline studies in 1992, has foaradiverse impact by the mine.

“There is no pollution in the McArthur River or Guaused by McArthur River Mine,” he said.
“This was acknowledged in the EPA’s assessmenttémpon February this year.”

ends

For moreinformation
http://www.mcarthurriver.com.au
Project helpline: 1800 211 573

Xstrata contacts

Australia

Joanne Pafumi, Rowland Communication
Telephone +61 (0)7 3229 4499

Mobile +61 (0)411 759 683

Email Joanne.pafumi@rowland.com.au



